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ABSTRACT 



The present invention relates to a method of access 
to a service consisting in i) identifying and registering 
5 a client (C) , ii) authenticating the client to an 

anonymous certification authority, iii) authenticating 
the client by producing an anonymous signature and 
opening and maintaining an anonymous authentication 
session with a server (Se) , and iv) selectively allowing 
10 contact between the server (Se) and the anonymous 

certification authority (ACA) to revoke the anonymity of 
the client (C) using the signature provided in step iii) . 
The invention also relates to a system for opening and 
maintaining an authentication session guaranteeing non- 
15 repudiation. 
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cessing a service. The inventive method consists in: (i) 
identifying and registering a Client (C), (ii) authenticat- 
ing the Client with an Anonymous Certification Author- 
ity, (iii) authenticating the Client through the production 
of an anonymous signature and opening and maintain- 
ing an anonymous authentication session with a Server 
(Se) and (iv) selectively enabling a contact between the 
Server (Se) and the Anonymous Certification Authority 
(ACA) in order to remove the anonymity of the Client 
(C) on the basis of the signature supplied in step (iii). 
The invention also relates to a system of opening and 
maintaining an authentication session which guarantees 
non-repudiation. 

(57) Abrege : La presente invention concerne un pro- 
cede d'acces a un service consistent a y identifier et en- 
registrer un Client (C), ii authentifier le Client aupres 
d'une Autorite de Certification Anonyme, iii) authenti- 
fier le Client par la production d'une signature anonyme 
et ouvrir et maintenir une session d'authentifi cation ano- 
nyme aupres d'un Serveur (Se), etiv permettre selecti- 
vement un contact entre le Serveur (Se) et P Autorite de 
Certification Anonyme (ACA) pour lever P anonymat du 
Client (C) sur la base de la signature fournie a PStape 
iii). L' invention conceme egalement un systeme apte a 
permettre Pouverture et le maintien d'une session d' au- 
thentication garantissant la non repudiation. 



